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SERMON XIII.* 


BY REV. WALTER CLARKE, D.D., 


PASTOR OF THE MERCER-STREET PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, NEW-YORK, 


JESUS THE MEDIATOR, 


“For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus,”—] Timoty 2: 5, 


IN a series of recent discourses on the person and work of Christ, 
I have described him as the eternal Son of God; as incarnate in 
our humanity; as the revealer of the Father; as our high-priest 
making himself familiar with our infirmities ; and as the model 
and exemplar of a perfect manhood. To-day I desire to draw 
attention to Jesus the mediator between God and men. 

As set forth in thé Scriptures, our incarnate Lord is invested 
with many different offices, and saluted by many select and pre- 
cious names. He is advocate, and brother, and counselor, and 
shepherd, and captain, and king, and judge. He is the angel 
of the covenant, the high-priest of our profession, the forerunner 
of the saints, their hope, their strength, their great consolation. 


* See Editor’s note at the end of this discourse. 
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He is the way to heaven, the door to life, the light from on high, 
the true vine, the living bread, the chief corner-stone. He is our 
wisdom, our righteousness, our atonement, our anchor, our day- 
star, our shield, our deliverer, our horn of salvation. 

But when we look again, all these offices derive from one ori- 
ginal office, and all these names descend from one primal name, 
and Christ is these because he is that which comprehends and pro- 
duces these, that is, because he is the mediator between God and 
men. 

Having been appointed to this great office, he advanced and 
took possession of all the others. Because he was the authorized 
mediator, he came to our world, clothed himself in our humanity, 
revealed the Father, gave us an example of perfect righteousness, 
made atonement for sin, rose from the dead, ascended to heaven, 
took the throne at the right hand of the Father, and began to 
reign as Head of the Church and King of nations. 

ot, therefore, till we understand that our Lord is the mediator, 
can we comprehend any of his subordinate offices or explain any 
of his dependent and secondary names. And this is our topic this 
morning—Jesus the mediator between God and men. 

A mediator is a person adjusting certain affairs which are at 
issue between the parties for whom he deliberates and acts. He 
may derive his office from the mutual choice of the parties, or 
from his own natural relations and rights, or by appointment from 
one having authority in the premises. What shall be his particu- 


lar task, and what his official powers, will be determined in every 
instance by the case in hand. The parties for whom he acts may 
desire merely to exchange communications; in which case the 
mediator is simply a messenger. They may require the better 


understanding of some document, term, or usage, involved in the 
negotiation ; in which event their mediator becomes their inter- 
preter. The parties may need advice, or mutual security, or a 
final judgment in a case which they can not themselves adjust. 
In such instances the mediator is called to act as counselor, or 
surety, or umpire. If there be dissension between the parties, and 
they are litigants and foes, the mediator becomes a daysman, com- 
posing the controversy, reconciling the accusers, and making peace. 

n every case some specific interest is transferred from the parties 

to their substitute; and over this delegated interest the mediator 
has exclusive authority and control. From these definitions it 
will follow that there are three decisive questions to be asked and 
answered in every instance of actual mediation. Who are the 
parties? What occasion is there in their present circumstances 
for a mediator? What particular questions, interests, or duties, — 
have- been deputed to him? And this shall be my order of ~ 


thought in the present discourse, touching the mediation of the 
man Christ Jesus. 
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1. My first point shall designate the parties between whom 
Christ is set to negotiate and act. 

Our text says He is the mediator between God and men. Ob- 
serve: not between God and some men; God and the Israelites ; 
God and the saints; God and the elect. The language is uni- 
versal. There is one God; for all nations, ages, and people, one 
and but one God. And all nations, races, and people, as they 
have one and the same God, so have they one and the same nature, 
and are alike men. Between these two universal parties, then— 
between the everlasting God on the one side, and his human child- 
ren on the other—between him and each particular tribe, house- 
hold, and person of the race, stands Jesus Christ the appointed 
and actual mediator. And whatever controversies, questions, or 
interests, have been intrusted to him to superintend or arbitrate, 
or adjust, for God or for us, are in his hands, and subject to his 
control. So far as he is God’s envoy to us, he has taken his Fa- 
ther’s place, and we have to do now not with the Father, but with 
his authorized deputy and vicegerent the Son. So far as Christ is 
our advocate with the Father, he has taken our place before him, 
and God must transact not with us, but with our substitute and 
surety, the man Christ Jesus. But what was there in the circum- 
stances or relations of God, or of men, or of the moral universe, 

2. To make it necessary or advisable to introduce a media:or, 
and delegate divine and human interests to his charge? 

To this question Scripture and Reason give the like sufficient 
answer. The apostasy of Adam had taken place under an admi- 
nistration of law. That open revolt of our humanity had thrown 
the moral constitution of the world into utter disorder. From 
that moment the original dispensation of law, if permitted to pro- 
ceed, would work results exactly the opposite of those which 
divine mercy would desire and seek. For example, mercy would 
suppress man’s sins; but law would perpetuate and even increase 
them. Mercy would find a way of pardon, that she might forgive 
the transgressor. Law, so far from pardoning, would employ all 
its energies to punish sin. Mercy would reclaim the prodigal, and 
lead him back to his father’s house. Law would seize the culprit 
and drag him, against all resistance, to his prison and his fate. 
Mercy would reéndow the sinner with righteousness; would re- 
plenish heart and life with returned and happy virtues. Law is 
weak, nay, utterly impotent for every such task. It can perpetu- 
ate and even increase the sinner’s sins; it can not restore one of 
his lost graces. Such is the difference—I should rather say, the 
contrast—between the ends which mercy would seek for our fallen 
manhood, and those which law, from its very spirit and use, must 
inevitably accomplish, if it be allowed to have sway. Shall I 
show you that these positions are not only held but abundantly 
enforced and exemplified in the Scriptures? Turn to the second 
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epistle of Paul to the Corinthians. In the third chapter the Apos- 
tle expressly contrasts the working of a dispensation of law, ad- 
ministered upon a race of sinners, with that of ascheme of merey, 
and says that the former pardon and can produce only condems | 
nation and death. So that if man is to be pardoned and nade 
righteous, this old dispensation of law must be done away, ad in 
‘ its place a new scheme of mercy introduced, which can justify the 
ungodly and save the lost. Turn to the epistle to the Romans, 
and read: The law worketh wrath. By it is the knowledge of 
sin. It entered into the Mosiac economy, that the offense might 
abound ; that is, that bringing forth the iniquities that lay hid in 
men’s hearts, it might expose and multiply their outbreaking sins, 
When the commandment comes near a fallen soul, sin revives and 
the sinner dies. Such is the Scriptural account of the divine law. 
It is a potent instrument with which to disturb, and disclose, and 
aggravate men’s wickedness. But itis utterly averse and power- 
less when used as a rule of forgiveness, or administered as a means 
of sanctification. By its deeds or decisions shall no flesh living 
be justified.' He that keepeth it in every other particular, if he 
but offend in a single point, and that but for a single moment, is 
guilty of all. What the law could not do in that it was weak 
through the sinful flesh, and so unable to pronounce or make a 
sinner righteous, what the law could not do, God sent his Son to 
do, and that by a new way—that bestowing upon us the Holy 7 
Spirit to regenerate and sanctify, he might reproduce that right- — 
eousness which the law demands but can not develop. Here, then; 
was our sad and pitiable condition. During a brief and disastrous 
probation under a government of divine law, we had transgressed 
and fallen. That government of law held us as prisoners; it 
could allow us no reprieve, no new trial, no forgiveness, no favor. 
Remain under it long as we would, it could not eradicate our sins, 
could not so much as restrain them, could not make us virtuous 
or penitent or holy. The only thing it could do was to declare 
its righteous verdict and execute its inexorable penalty. In such 
circumstances, if God, yielding to his paternal compassion, could 
do any thing for our recovery, the first act of mercy must be to 
transfer us from this now vindictive economy of law into another 
realm and another covenant, where we could enjoy temporary 
exemption from the penalty of sin, and have a new probation 
under conditions of lenity and grace; where our lusts could be 
restrained, and our offenses pardoned, and our depravity washed 
away, and where above all, we could be redeemed with righteous 
ness, and made meet for the inheritance of the saints in light. 
Fix distinctly in mind, my hearers, the difference between these 
two systems of divine administration. They are called in the 
. Scriptures covenants, that is, economies, dispensations, constitu- 
tions of government. One is a system of pure law, having its 
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symbol and seat in the ancient Sinai of the Jews. . The other is a 
scheme of remedial and saving grace, whose site and sign are the 
Zion above, the heavenly city, the new Jerusalem. Our race re- 
belled and fell in the former scheme, in the dispensation and under 
the ~~ of law. If they should remain in that economy, Rea- 
son and Scripture declare alike the inevitable consequences, They 
can have no second probation, no momentary reprieve, no forgive- 
ness, no relief, no restoration, no escape. Mercy said, Let some- 
thing be done for this perishing race. And since the first thing to 
be done was to remove them out of that ruinous scheme of law 
into a new dispensation of grace, Mercy said, Make the transfer ; 
put these perishing souls under that better covenant into that bet- 
tereconomy. Who, then, shall take charge of them? Here isa 
new kingdom to be set up, a new government to be administered. 
Who shall represent the supreme authority? Who fill the wait- 
ing throne? The Father may not do it. He must keep his own 
imperial throne, and reign as ever, among all his outspread realms, 
the author and administrator of righteous law. If a throne of 
grace is to be set up in one of the remote provinces of this great 
empire; if for special reasons and for a little time, there must bea 
reign of mercy among Adam’s fallen sons; some other being must 
be called and qualified and placed upon the throne, And as he is 
not the Father, but the Father’s deputy, this new king must be 
mediator between God and men. Here was the state of things 
and here the emergency, in God’s universal government, which 
called for a mediator. Accordingly the Scriptures represent the 
Father as looking for one to help, and wondering that there was 
no intercessor, till his own Son answered from his place in heaven, 
Lo, I come, delighted to do thy will, O God. The reply, Thou 
art my beloved Son, sit thou at my right hand and let all the 
angels of God worship thee, and the announcement to the nations, 
Behold I have set my king upon my holy hill of Zion, he is 
my anointed; hear ye him, are familiar to every reader of the © 
Old or New Testaments. Thus are we and all the children of 
Adam in new relations to Jesus Christ. For the present we are 
no more captives and prisoners under the law. e have been 
removed into this blessed realm of mercy and salvation. Weare 
not come to the mount that might be touched, and that burned 
with fire, nor unto blackness and darkness and tempest and the 
voice of a trumpet, but we are come unto mount Zion, and unto 
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an in- 
numerable company of angels, to the genera] assembly and church 
of the first-born, which are written in heaven, and to God the 
Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect ; and all 
this because finding fault with the first covenant, God has trans- 
ferred us to the second, and delivered us, with all our sins and 
wants and woes, to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant. 
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We have seen what was the occasion and the need of a medi- 
ator. It remains that we should now inquire 

8. As to the extent of Christ’s authorized mediation. Its ex. 
tent, I mean, as respects interests, and questions, and differences 
subsisting between us and our Maker. The mediation of Christ 
as it respects persons, extends, as I have already said, to every 
soul of the human race. Our inquiry at present regards another, 
and if possible, a more important point. Certain matters lying 
between God and us have gone now into the hands of Jesus Christ, 
Upon all these matters we are to have dealing not with the Fa- 
ther: he refuses—he says to us, Treat with my Son—hear him. 
What are these"questions ? 

The Scriptures tell us that Jesus is the mediator of the new 
covenant, that is, of the new dispensation, in which we are for the 
present living. He has charge, then, of all the affairs, and direc- 
tion of all the proceedings in this scheme of mercy. 

For example: The race through disobedience of the divine law, 
had fallen into utter apostasy and ruin. But God would give 
them an opportunity of pardon and restoration ; would give them, 
that is, a new trial under a new system, and with the aid of suffi- 
cient helps, and remedies, and means. Just as you in your com- 
passion would say, Remove the poor sick stranger to the hospital, 
where he may be treated and cured; or transfer the culprit boy 
from court or convict’s cell to the house of correction, where he 
may be instructed and reclaimed to virtue. So God the Father of 
mercies said of our condemned and suffering race, Let them be 
taken together into my new dispensation of grace. But men were 
not at liberty to be thus removed. Having sinned under a gov- 
ernment of law, they were the prisoners of eternal justice, deli- 
vered over to bondage and stripes and death. Before they 
could be removed terms must be made with the divine govern- 
ment; the execution of the law staid; a truce procured; a re- 
prieve granted. Justice must be so satisfied that she shall yield 
to the solicitations of mercy, and surrender her captives; or if she 
retains them, she must proceed with her appointed work, and ex- 
act the threatened penalty. Here then was a case where a medi- 
ator must interpose. Justice required security before her captives 
could be safely released. The equity of the divine government 
must not be compromised at a mere call of mercy.’ The stability 
of the everlasting throne must not be shaken, nor the fealty of 
upright millions risked, nor the peace of coming ages imperiled by 
the arbitrary or indiscreet removal of a guilty race from the reach 
of merited retribution. If men are released from impending 
wrath, it must be as prisoners are sometimes allowed to go forth 
from confinement, on suitable bail and sufficient security. And 
if Christ will be our mediator, he must instantly step into this 
gap, and stand in this breach, and become responsible for us, giv- 
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ing securities to the Father,that justice shall not be defrauded, nor 
the universe in any way injured by the proposed removal of 
Adam’s condemned children from the empire o avenging law to 
that of restoring mercy. The Father proposed, and Christ ac- 
cepted, this most responsible post of mediator. Accordingly the 
Scriptures tell us that through all the universe of God, Jesus 
Christ is known and trusted as the surety of this new covenant. 
That is the reason that no fear arose and no disquiet was felt 
through the ranks of the holy, when they saw man the sinner re- 
prieved, and for the time, shielded from the righteous infliction of 
the law. Jesus had come forward to be bindoma for the race; 
had said to Justice, Deliver from going down to the pit, for I have 
found a ransom; had redeemed us, for a while, from the curse of 
the law, that he might take us with him into that prepared hospi- 
tal, that House of Mercy where we may have new opportunities, 
and fit helps, and final recovery. Looking on Jesus the mediator, 
then, you behold the surety for man; his patron to God; his 
bondsman to the universe. 

Again: when this transfer is effected, and the race is removed 
from the domain of law into that of mercy, it will devolve upon 
their mediator to have exclusive charge of them there. The 
Scriptures tell us, therefore, that accepting the office of mediator, 
Jesus became at once the Superintendent and Lord of the whole 
human race. Daniel saw in vision the delivery of the world into 
the hands of the Messiah. I beheld one like unto the Son of Man 
comiug with the clouds of heaven; and he came to the Ancient of 
days, and they brought him near before him. And there was given 
him dominion and glory, and a kingdom, that all people and 
nations and languages should serve him. In like manner Christ 
declared that the Father had given him power over all flesh, that 
he might execute among the nations his proper mediatorial work. 
Here, then, you have a second view of Jesus, the mediator of the 
new covenant. Seen from this point, he has a name above every 
name; so that to him should every knee bow, and every tongue 
confess, since he is King of kings and Lord of lords. And the 
voice from the excellent glory is still proclaiming, This is my 
Son, hear ye him. 

And then, if the race is to have a new probation in a new eco- 
nomy, and undera new king, there must be instituted and adminis- 
tered among them:a new Providential government. Periods must 
be fixed and a place allotted for each individual probationer. His 
temporal necessities must be supplied, his temporal tonditions ad- 
justed, and his total earthly life supervised with care and judgment 
and love. If Christ will be mediator, therefore, he must assume all 
these Providential cares. And as men are prodigals who have spent 
their living, and are utterly destitute ; vad as the law has no single 
comfort or good to confer upon the guilty, Christ must precure, 
and at his own expense, all the gifts that the nations shall need 
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during their stay in this new dispensation of grace. Let us never 
forget, then, my hearers, that these countless, varied, and ever 
returning temporal joys that make our earthly lot, so opposite to 
our deserts, so secure, so satisfying, so happy, proceed from one 
and but one source. The blessings which you receive, whether 
with a grateful or with an unfeeling mind, come from Jesus the 
mediator. He procured, he bestows them. 

But once more: The race had lost the knowledge of their Mak- 
er. If they were to have a new probation, and under a new eco: 
wim there must be a new revelation of the now unknown God, 
For he must be set forth now as God in Christ. Here, therefore, 
was a fourth work which the mediator must take in hand. Men 
were to be pupils for a time in this new school of mercy. The 
Father had revealed himself in the previous dispensation of law; 
but blindness had come upon the fallen mind, and all these reve- 
lations lay eclipsed and unseen. Christ must put on our nature 
and uncover to the ignorant nations the presence and glory of 
God. Let us understand, then, how it is, and why it is, that we, 
an apostate and ignorant race, are recovering the lode lost know- 
ledge of God. The only-begotten Son, our mediator, he it is, that 
has come to our assistance, and declared him. ' 

Further than this: If the race is to have a new trial, and that 
with a view to final restoration, there must be conditions of ac- 
ceptance, and terms of pardon. And he who administers the new 
scheme of mercy, must have charge of all this dreadful account of 
sin. Though in a domain of grace, and for the time exempt from 
the penalties of law, we are nevertheless transgressors. And we 
have been brought into this system of grace in order that this 
terrible question of guilt which could not be safely adjudicated 
under a scheme and before a tribunal of law, might be taken up 
and adjusted here, in the court of mercy, and before Jesus the 
mediator of a better covenant. Under an administration of 
immutable law, detected sin must be condemned and punished, 
Under a reign of saving mercy, acknowledged sin may be, on 
given conditions, canceled and forgiven. But this whole question 
touching the pardon of sin is committed to Jesus Christ. As 
mediator of the new covenant he prescribes the terms, and if any 
soul of our sinning race desires forgiveness, the justifying act 
must come from Christ, orit can not come atall._. 

And then once more: There must be introduced into this new 
scheme of mercy‘a great system of renovation, in the use of which 
penitent men shall be regenerated, and trained, and sanctified more 
and more, till they are restored to perfect holiness and made meet to 
be admitted among the sons of God in heaven. This work, there- 
fore, must be delivered into the hands of the mediator. And since 
this is the appropriate work of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit and all 
those instruments and helps, which he uses in sanctifying our fall- 
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en manhood, must be given to Christ, that he may employ and 
impart and administer them as he shall find reason or need in his 
mediatorial reign. It was not without a meaning, therefore, that 
the Saviour directly on his return to heaven, sent the Holy Spirit 
to reside among men. By this act he gave, as it were, a signal 
from that world into which he had entered, announcing to his fol- 
lowers here on earth that he had received the Spirit and begun 
his mediatorial reign, and that henceforth he would superintend in 
person this great work of regenerating and saving the lost. 

We must not omit in this rapid enumeration of the objects of 
God’s covenant of mercy, the fact that the plan of redemption 
required the establishment in our world of the Christian Church, 
and the celebration through all the ages, of a ritual of worship. 
This, therefore, must be one of the cares of Jesus the mediator, 
Accordingly we are taught in the New Testament that our Lord 
is the appointed Head of the Church, and the sole regulator of the 
Sanctuary; that he is Lord of the Sabbath, object of worship, 
hearer of prayer, center of faith, bond of union, organ of fellow- 
ship, that men may honor and adore him, even as they honor and 
worship the Father. And then finally the plan of grace requires 
that there should be in this system of mercy a tribunal of judg- 
ment, that they who submit to the terms of redemption may be 
formally accepted and saved, and they who remain obdurate and 
disobedient be openly cast off and condemned. Christ has expli- 
citly informed us that this concluding work of judgment has been 
deputed entirely to him. The Father judgeth no man, but hath 
committed all judgment to the Son. 

The conclusion to which we are brought after this somewhat 
extended inquiry is, that during our detention in this scheme and 
dispensation of saving mercy, all God’s interests and affairs with 
us and all our relations and responsibilities to him are committed 
to the hands of Jesus, the mediator. So that except, as repre+ 
sented and acting in the Son, the supreme Judge sends no message} 
bestows no gift, and has no dealing with one of our race on earth, 
Nor does he allow us to pass by the mediator and come directly to 
him. Neither with our wants, nor our burdens, nor our griefs; 
nor our iniquities, nor our supplications, nor our praises, may we 
venture to come near to him who is of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity, who hath said, no man shall see my face and live; whose 
dwelling is in the light to which no man can approach, and who 
says to every one of us, I have set my King on my holy hill, he is 
my Son, hear ye him. 

Such is the teaching of Scripture concerning the need of a me: 
diator and the work assigned to him by the Father. 

And this account of Christ’s mediatorial office shows us, as 
remark, first, and by way of application, 
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. Why it is that the Saviour so uniformly calls to us to come 
to him. 

You will observe, Christ does not bid his disciples, does not 
command the ungodly to go with their needs and crimes directly 
to the Father. His one oft-repeated message is, Come unto me, 
come unto me. Andour present subject discloses the perfect pro- 
priety of such an injunction. Every thing that you would say or 
do to your Maker, every thing you would have him say or do to 
you, must be transacted with Christ, our daysman. Would you 
confess your sins? Would you present your supplications? 
Would you offer your services? Take them to Christ. He alone 
is authorized to receive the offerings of a sinner. Would you ob- 
tain gifts and tokens of approval from your Maker? Do you hun- 

r for righteousness ? * your soul sick and famishing with sin? 

0 you pine for pardon? Do you long for sanctification? Do you 

ant for knowledge? Does your spirit cry out for God, for the 
iving God? Go directly and at once to Christ. All that God 
has to bestow on lost men he bestows by the hands of a media- 
tor. And because it is so, that mediator calls continually to every 
straying soul of the race, Come unto me and I will give you rest. 
Our subject shows us, F 

2. The sufficiency, propriety, and perfect safety of the way of 
salvation by faith in Gnriet. What shall I do to be saved? asks 
the serious and considerate mind. Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, is the answer of the Gospel. Faith 
save us? faith in Christ? simple faith? Yes, he that believeth 
shall be saved. But how can faith save? I answer, saving faith 
discovers and appropriates Jesus Christ as its accepted mediator. 
From that moment Christ is yours, your intercessor, your advo- 
cate, your surety. All that he is to the Father you are, because he 
is now your substitute and your mediator with God. And all 
that the Father is to him he 1s to you, because Christ has become 
God’s mediator with you. By faith you take possession of the ~ 
offered Christ, and when Christ is yours God is yours, and par- 
don is yours, and righteousness yours, and hope yours, and salva- 
tion yours, all things are yours, and ye are Christ’s and Christ is 
ce Have faith, then, for it is only by faith that men can be 
saved. 

Our subject reveals to us, 

8. The precise nature of Christian justification. How can a 
man be justified when he is not righteous? How justified by 
mere faith without works? ask. the inquirer. I answer, keep in 
mind that we are now in a dispensation of mercy, and that the 
justification of which we are speaking, is a justification declared 
and enjoyed here in this realm of mercy. If we were still in the 
old dispensation of law, and were seeking justification .at the tri- 
bunal of eternal Rectitude, a justification, that is, by the award 
and verdict of law, faith would avail us nothing, and we should 
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stand or fall entirely upon our works. Law can not justify trans- 
gressors, can not pronounce men righteous till they are blameless 
and holy in fact. But in this blessed domain of mercy, men may 
be justified by the faith of Christ and not by the works of the 
law. This justification by grace imputes righteousness, and then 
imparts it, being but the pledge and prelude to sanctification. Our 
subject reminds us, 

4, That this mediatorial scheme in which we are having present 
probation, is only a brief episode in the divine government, and 
must, therefore, soon come to an end. The plan was to give the 
race one more opportunity and one new trial. So soon, therefore, 
as all believers are sanctified and made ready for a life of obe- 
dience and joy under the Father’s government of law in heaven, 
they will be translated into that great empire of law. And so 
soon as it has been fully proved that the rejecters of mercy are 
resolute and incorrigible, they will be removed from this realm of 
mercy into the prison-house of woe in the Father’s empire of law. 
Hence the saying of Paul, that when Christ has finished the great 
experiment of mercy, and called and sanctified all who believe, 
there will be a review, a separation, a transfer of the righteous to 
heaven, of the wicked to hell; that then Jesus will surrender his 
throne, deliver up his kingdom, and enter with his saints into the 
house and presence of the Father. Shall we not be looking to 
the end of this great experiment, my hearers? Some of us are 
doubtless within a handbreadth even now of that end, so far as 


we are personally concerned. Our infirmities, or our years, or both, 
tell us that there is but a step between us and death. How are 
we prepared for this great change? Have we received benefit 
from this scheme of mercy? Have we accepted Christ? 





Ep1tTor’s Note.—In placing before the readers of the NaTIONAL PREACHER the three 
able and impressive discourses on three different but instructive and important themes, 
which enrich and fill the present number of the work, it seems fitting and proper to 
that, sitting under the pastorate of the Rev. Dr. Clarke, at the Mercer-street Church, we 
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We think that these, and other useful discourses, will prove more instructive and 
useful to the cause of Christ and the souls of men in this way, than in the more limited 
province of the pastor’s library and even pulpit. We submit this note to our ablest 
preachers, and the most gifted of them in the use of their pens, to furnish for our pages 
their best and most impressive discourses, and we will retura the manuscripts for 
use in the pulpit, with no subtraction of their value, but with a vast and immeasurable 
addition by their wide circulation over this and other lands.—Ep. Nat. PREACHER. 
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THE GREAT COMMISSION. 


“ Anp Jesus spake unto his disciples, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you. And loI am with you alway even unto the end 
of the world.”—Marr. 28 : 18-20, 


One of the objects for which Christ took the throne of the 
world, was that he might gather out of all the ages his own elect, 
and unite them in a new spiritual commonwealth, making for him- 
seif a glorious, perfect, and imperishable Church. 

Speaking on this subject before he left the world, he told his 
disciples that the Father had given him a great company of souls, 
who were to be his forever; that these souls were sprinkled 
among the nations, and distributed along the ages to the end of 
time ; that they did not desire or know him; and that therefore he 
must visit, and call, and gather them, and so bring home at last 
his dispersed and heedless and straying flock. This work of 
calling his own, he said, must be so universal that it should not 
overlook, and so effectual that it should not leave behind a single 
soul delivered to him at the first. All that the Father hath given 
me—this is his language—all that the Father hath given me shall 
come tome. No matter in what age or among what people one 
of these may happen to reside. He may be a captive of Satan, im- 
—- in the very heart of heathenism; he may hide on ship- 

oard, in camps, or in the desert; he may have his habitation 
among the islands of unnavigable seas; nevertheless, the soul that 
has been given to me, says Christ, shall hear my voice ; for wher- 
ever he goes, I will seek him, and wherever he is, I will call to 
him, and he shall hear and come to me. 

Intending thus to explore the nations, and find and bring home 
his elect ones, the great Head of the Church would need compe- 
tent and qualified messengers. For being the King, he could not 
go forth in person to perform these many errands. He must have 
envoys and servants who shall go in his stead. He has therefore 
selected and set apart, as his chosen messengers, his Holy Spirit 
and his Church. Hence the language of St. Johu: The Spirit 
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and the Bride say, Come. These two ambassadors are to visit all 
the nations and remain through all the centuries, calling to men 
and saying: Come, for all things are ready. 

My text contains the Saviour’s great commission to the Church, 
bidding his disciples to go forth and preach to all the nations the 
glad tidings of grace. 

And because this subject lies exactly in the line of my intended 
investigations, and is at the same time peculiarly appropriate to 
the occasion of your annual subscription for foreign missions, I 
have a double reason for asking attention to it as I do to-day. 

The text falls very naturally into three separate parts. We 
have (1) the great mission of the Church: Go ye and preach the 
Gospel to every creature. We have next the reason for this sub- 
lime command: All power in heaven and earth is given unto me, 
The nations are mine, time is in my hands. I have salvation: 
Therefore go ye in my name and tell the world to put ‘confidence 
in me and receive the grace which I offer. Then follows the all- 
sufficient encouragement: Lo, lam with you every day to the end 
of the world. Let us take up these points in order, 

Here is (1) a gospel, a piece of good news which Christ would send 
to every person and people under heaven. What is this message? 
What are we to say to men when we go forth in his name to speak 
tosinners? St. Mark takes note that Jesus said: Go ye intoall the 
world and publish to every creature the good news. What good 
news? Why, that the kingdom of God has arrived; that kingdom 
for which the world has been waiting for so many centuries; that 
kingdom which brings salvation to every penitent and submissive 
soul. Say to the nations, nay, say to those who reject your offers, 
to every hardened and impenitent man, to every obdurate and un- 
yielding people, as you turn away repulsed and perhaps abused— 
tell the wicked, said Christ, what it is that they refuse. Say to 
them as you shake the dust from your garments: Notwithstand- 
ing, be ye sure of this. The kingdom of God is come nigh unto 
you. This is the gospel, the good news: that the kingdom of 
God has come, and that whosoever will may take of the water of 
life freely. Go, publish to all the nations, said Christ, this one 
piece of intelligence. Tell them that this is the accepted time, that 
this is the day of salvation; that now whosoever believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved. What news to take to the millions who 
sit in pagan darkness! What a message to leave with the 
islander in far-off seas as your ships pass on their journeys of dis- 
covery and trade! What asalutation to deliver to the races and 
kingdoms of the populous East! The kingdom of God is set u 
among the nations; and whosoever will may enter and be saved. 
Such is the message which Christ would send to all tribes and 
people. By whom would he send it? This is our second in- 
quiry. And the Scriptures require us to say, 
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2. That the command to preach the Gospel to every creature was 
intended for the entire Church. I mean, of course, for all those 
members of the Church whom Christ permits to reside on earth 
during the period of propagation and conquest. Great numbers 
of his faithful ones—patriarchs, and prophets, and pious men—of 
the olden time, had left the world and gone to heaven before the 
Saviour gave command to carry his gospel to the waiting nations, 
These could have no part in the work now to be done. And since 
his ascension, Christ has called multitudes more to himself in 
glory, giving them no opportunity to declare to others the news 
of his salvation. Babes snatched away in infancy; converts sum- 
moned to follow their first prayers, and enter the gates of bliss al- 
most before their supplications had reached the ear of the Re- 
deemer ; how many of the saved are removed from earth too soon 
to have part in the work of preaching the Gospel to men. But 
those who are left, are left of purpose and by selection. And they 
are left for this one object, that they may publish to the nations 
the glad tidings of the kingdom of God. 

If it be objected that the command of our text was addressed ex- 
clusively to the apostles, and can not therefore bind the entire 
Church, the answer is instantly at hand. Admit what is never- 
theless every way improbable, that the Saviour was at this,time 
conversing only with the eleven disciples. He was yet delivering 
to these selected stewards a charge and a commission for the entire 
Church. All that he intended to say to us, he committed in the 
first instance to them. They were trustees of the divine grace for 
all the after-ages. When you open the New Testament, and 
looking upon that large legacy of truth, say, This is mine, my 
Lord meant it for me, you say truly ; but you are to include with 
the rest this great and last commission, and hold the saints of all 
after-times as fully bound to preach the Gospel to the nations as ay 
were Thomas, and John, and Peter. But there is really no evi- 
dence that Christ was speaking only to the eleven disciples. It 
would the rather seem to follow from the narrative that, by spe- 
cial arrangement, the risen Redeemer had now met all his disciples 
together that he might take leaye of them before his ascension, 

This was perhaps that very gathering of which St. Paul speaks 
when he says that Christ was seen of more than five hundred 
brethren at once. Saying adieu to his entire Church, he gave to 
them—not to the apostles alone, but to the Church—the command : 
Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature. 

Nor need we let go or change our view when it is objected that, 
inasmuch as it belongs exclusively to the Christian ministry to 
preach the Gospel, this command can have no such broad and uni- 
versal application as we have intimated. Doubtless if systematic 
sermons be the only lawful or possible way of preaching Christ; 
or if an ordained and qualified clergy are the co authorized am- 
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bassadors to men, then the command of the Saviour must be reso- 
jutely restricted to our pulpits and our sermons. But whoever 
consults either his reason, or his sense of propriety, or the New 
Testament, will directly learn that any honest declaration of di- 
vine truth is, in fact, and is also according to Scriptural terms and 
usage, genuine and lawful preaching. 

There can be no doubt that Christ intended to supply for all his 
churches, and to the end of time, an order of authorized, official, 
and competent ministers; of men whose special work it should be 
to proclaim the Gospel in a formal way. But the delivery of 
Christian sermons is only one of many appointed methods of 
preaching the Gospel of the kingdom. When the converts of Pen- 
tecost were driven out of Jerusalem and compelled to seek shelter 
and residence in other places, St. Luke tells us that they went 
forth every where preaching the word. They delivered no ser- 
mons; they ascended no pulpits; they carried and had no rever- 
end titles; they were unlettered men who had left their trades 
behind, and, flying from persecution, narrated by the wayside, and 
published in market-place and village and field the glad tidings of 
the kingdom of God. And that was preaching, says St. Luke, 
And it is as truly as is the delivery of formal sermons. Mani- 
festly, the idea of the Saviour was, that it would require an entire 
Church truly and fully to set forth his Gospel to men. The word 
must be framed sometimes into sermons and exhibited in its sym- 
metric proportions and its constructive strength from the pulpit, 
The same word must be melted into living and experimental faith, 
and revealed as a vital force in the every day life of the Christian. 
The inspired and authoritative word is one. But into how many 
various forms of manifestation may that one word, applied by the 
spirit, embody andshapeitself? Itmay crystallize into familiar words 
and drop from the lips in the commonest converse. It may flow 
from the pen and go forth in the loving epistle or in the note of 
business. It may blossom into domestic affections, or round itself 
into ripened deeds, and appear in the outer life of the godly. It may 
breathe in the Christian’s temper; it may beam in his eye; it may 
glow in his countenance ; it may syllable itself in his songs; itmay 
rise like a flame of incense in his daily supplications. 

Whoever has in his heart any of God’s living truth, has his gos- 
pel for the nations. And the utterance of this gospel of the heart, 
whether in pulpit, or prison, or camp — that is preaching. How 
small a part of the work of preaching is or can be done in the pul- 

pit then. The Church—the Church is the pillar of truth. On this 
great tablet of regenerate mind, on the hearts of all his saints, 
Christ inscribes his living gospel. And no one order of Christians, 
no single company of selected substitutes, can utter this great inner 
gospel of the Spirit. Till the whole Church preaches, till every 
member of this living body utters and expresses its measure of the 
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common life, the Gospel is not fully preached. Here then is the 
great work which the Saviour has assigned to his Church. All 
the saints in all their ranks, ministers and people, male and female, 
old and young, according to their several capacities and in their 
various ways, are to hold forth the word of life. In their own 
lands, in other lands, upon all the seas, among all the islands, by 
whatever methods they can reach and instruct the ignorant, they 
are to heed the mandate of their Lord, and publish his gospel and 
gather his sheep. The grand, the comprehensive, the preéminent 
task of the Church in this world is to spread among the nations 
the news of Christ and his salvation. ‘That Church or Christian 
that neglects this work, forfeits at once its name and its glory. 
The churches of the East, the Papal Church, (if it be still a Church 
and not acold and stony sepulcher from which the Church long 
since escaped,) the Church of England, the churches of our own 
land, all Christian bodies over the world, have it for their joint, 
sublime, and glorious mission not simply to exist, nor yet to main- 
tain their own differences of creed and usage. The Church is 
one; and that one Church, let down out of heaven as a golden 
chandelier with its thousand streaming lights, is in the world to 
dispel its darkness and shed on the nations the radiance of the 
glory of God. To publish the Gospel through all channels, to all 
people, to preach it here at home, to send it to the ignorant ia far- 
off lands, to proclaim Christ from pulpit, and desk, and house- 
top, in sermons, and books, and hoe om —a, joint, universal, 
and continuous assault upon the kingdom of darkness, this is the 
work given to the saints when Christ says to his disciples and to 
them all: Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel.to every 
creature. 

We have seen what the commission is, and to whom it was 
given. We come now to our third point, which is, 

8. To discover the reason for Christ’s command to his people to 
preach the Gospel to every creature. 

This inquiry includes a number of particulars. Why did Jesus 
require that his gospel should be proclaimed to all the nations? 
Why did he enjoin it at that particular time and not earlier? 
Why did he include’in his command all his churches through all 
the centuries to his second coming? ‘These questions are easily 
answered, Christ had offered the appointed sacrifice, had made 
atonement for the sins of the world, and was now to ascend to his 
throne to receive the nations into his special charge and to confer 
upon them the gifts and benefits of his mediation. The time had 
come for which all the foregone ages had been puget, All 

ower in heaven and on earth was now in Christ's hands. The 


ingdom of God had been set up in all nations. The Holy Spirit 
was just about to descend like an atmosphere of life upon all the 
tribes and kingdoms of the world. It was now the accepted time, 
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it was now the day of salvation. It was the opening of a new 
era, the beginning ofa great jubilee ; and it was the time for Jesus 
to send his heralds to the nations. But he must send them to all 
the nations. For he has souls that have been given to him amon 

every people, and his servants are commissioned to call all his 
elect out of all the tribes, and kindred, and generations of men. 
Did you never observe that go where they will to publish the tid- 
ings of life, the disciples of Christ have never yet failed of finding, 
-_ bringing to him some of his own scattered sheep? The apos- 
tles went forth to heathen tribes and cities. In Egypt, in Baby- 
lon, in Corinth, in Rome: among slaves, among soldiers, in ships, 
in prisons, in deserts, wherever they published the news of salva- 
tion, no matter who opposed, no matter who mocked, no matter 
who turned away, some souls listened, some hearer believed. And 
since that day the Church has found no nation, no tribe, no city, 
no district, no island of the sea, no clan, no class, where the Gospel 
of the kingdom of God could be long proclaimed without provin 

again that the great object of preaching is to call the elect, an 

that Christ has a people among all the nations. Go to-day into 
any one of the far-off seas: select an island never before discoy- 
ered or dreamed of, and leave among its inhabitants a Christian and 
a Bible; and in a few years, if that Christian be but faithful to de- 
clare the gospel of his Lord, it shall appear that he is there, be- 
cause his Saviour had a people there. Put on board any one of 
our ships a converted sailor; go into the most neglected part of 
our city, and gather a Sabbath-school of the children of the out- 
cast and the unpromising, and begin faithfully to dispense in ship 
or school the Gospel of Christ. Go to Africa, select the stupidest 
and the most brutish of all her besotted and ignorant tribes. Set 
up your dwelling among the Bushmen of the South, and as you 
preach Christ, these animated clods will come down from their 
trees and receive with meekness the ingrafted word, till their hab- 
itations and sanctuaries and tables of holy fellowship shall assure 
you again that Jesus Christ has a people in every land, and so has 
a reason for saying, Go ye to all the nations and publish to every 
creature the glad tidings of the word. And this work of gather- 
ing his elect must continue until the end of the world, because 
till that time Christ will have among every people some souls who 
need to be called. He died for the whole human family, for every 
tribe of our populous and apostate race; nay, for every genera- 
tion of the race to the end of the world. And the Father gave 
him as a solace for his sufferings and a reward for his toil, a seed 
selected out of every tribe, and tongue, and people, and age under 
the whole heaven. These, or at least many of them, must be 
sought out and called. Accordingly, the commission of the text 
extends not only to all nations, it embraces also all the ages. 
Never till time has finished her appointed course, and the King 
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immortal comes with his saints to judge the world, can this blessed 
work of publishing the Gospel terminate or relax. All that the 
Father hath given to the Redeemer shall hear his voice and come 
to him. And when the last of his elect ones shall grow attentive 
and thoughtful under the preached word, when time lingers and 
the Church waits to receive her only absent member, when the 
patience of Christ and the fidelity of the saints have been fully 
proved, and that last hesitating and reluctant soul yields at length, 
and the work of the Church is finished, then shall the clouds of 
heaven part quickly asunder, and the King of Glory come to re- 
ceive his bride and lead her to her home on high. 

And this brings us to our last point, which is, 

4. The encouragement given to all who publish the gospel of 
Christ in the promise, Lo, 1 am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world. J, the head and Saviour of the Church; I, the good 
Shepherd ; I, who send you; I, the King of kings; I, who though 
absent, will soon return; I, the judge; [am with you. In every 
land to which you shall journey, among every people to whom 
you shall carry the words of my salvation, in every scene, whether 
of trial or triumph, of peril or fear or joy; when you accost the 
savage in his hut; when you speak to the sailor in his hold ; when 
you descend into the prison or the mine; when you call together 
the children, and tell them of my love; when you speak to the 
outcast or the slave ; whoever goes forth to carry my gospel to the 
destitute, let him know that where he is, there am I with him, 
With him to behold his zeal; with him to assist his endeavor; 
with him to protect in danger, to strengthen in weakness, to com- 
fort in despair. With him to take note of all that he desires and 
does, and suffers for me and my flock. Is not that enough, m 
hearers? Some of you are engaged in this blessed work of spread- 
ing the gospel of Christ among the ignorant and the needy. Take, 
I beseech you, the full consolations laid up for you in this parting 
promise of Christ. When you go to yourclasses and schools; 
when you speak to the outcast, the convict, the pauper; when you 
leave in garret or cellar or cell, the selected tract or the blessed 
volume of revelation; when you think of your own loved ones 
in heathen lands, who have gone forth to tell the nations of Christ; 
when you lift up your hearts in prayer for the great harvest, and 
for the needed reapers; when you encourage, and if need be, aid 
those who are on their way to the ministry; when you devise 
liberal things for the kingdom of Christ at home and abroad; 
when, as I hope you will do to-day, you even deny yourselves 
that you may meet the exigencies and help forward the work of a 
great and honored charity ; at every such moment and in every 
such deed, summon to your assistance this blessed word of Jesus, 
When you are thus employed, I am with you. 

And now reviewing our subject, we may, remark in conclusion, 
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1. What a comprehensive work is this work of Christian Mis- 
sions! It enlists all the churches. It summons to its service all 
the saints. It employs all instrumentalities. It goes forth to all 
nations. It carries all truths. It dispenses all blessings. It is 
attended with all power. It is to gather all the elect. What a 

rand, what a comprehensive work is this of missions! And, 
then 

9. It is in like manner a continuous work. Its period is fixed. 
It extends from Pentecost to Christ’s second coming. During all 
this time the work of missions must proceed. If the Church 
pauses any where, or for any time, what she neglects to-day she 
must undertake and perform to-morrow. The whole world is to 
be taken possession of and held for Christ. Desert any spot, 
abandon any prorls, and you must ere long go back to that very 
spot, and publish to that very people the glad tidings of salvation. 
Centuries ago, the saints allowed their religion to expire in Egypt, 
in Syria, in Asia Minor, and over vast regions of the East. What 
has been the consequence? ‘Would Christ allow those populous 
districts to remain neglected as if they were not among the nations 
to whom he had sent his people? You all know. ‘The saints of 
to-day are compelled to reénter, in the name of their Master, all 
these abandoned countries, and kindle again the lights which had 

ne out. So it will be to the end. The world, the whole world, 
is to be taken for Christ, and held for him. Let go any part of it 
in your own city, remove your sanctuaries and transfer your altars 
to the newer and more inviting parts; desert these down-town 
streets and down-town people, and in a few years you or your 
children will be compelled to retrace your steps and conquer again 
every abandoned street and take possession of every deserted acre. 
For this city, and all of it, belongs to Christ. And what his peo- 
ple surrender to-day they must at some future day recapture, at 
whatever cost. The work of propagation begun at Pentecost must 
go forward, gaining and not losing, or if it will be negligent and 
aithless enough to let go what it had once conquered and occu- 
pied, then it must return and fight another battle. For its com- 
mission is to take and hold the world for Christ. This work of 
propagation must be, therefore, 

8. An ever-enlarging work. It may commence at points in Je- 
rusalem, in Corinth, in Antioch, in Bombay, in Honolulu, in Oo- 
roomiah. But begin where it will, and feebly as it will, the —_ 
of its expansion and the limit of its domain is the outspread and 
populous world. Are we beginning to have solicitude then, lest 
this work of missions shall become too extensive and too exacting 
for our comfort? Are the churches of our day looking with ap- 
prehension across the seas, and fearing lest news shall come from 
the islands of the Pacific, or the cities and empires of the East, 
that awakened thousands are imploring their help to lead them to 
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Jesus? Why, the work which we have undertaken is but just 
begun as yet. Was it not commenced that it might expand? 
nay, that it might spread like a powerful leaven through all the 
nations? Have we not been saying to the world that we expected 
to see the kingdom of Christ advance? Have we not been im. 
ploring for years that the nations might be given to the Redeemer? 
And does the answer of our prayers and the echo of our faith fill 
us now with alarm? If so, there is no escape now and no remedy, 
We have kindled the lights of Christianity on all the darkened 
continents. We have set a burning beacon far away in the midst 
of the Pacific. And these fires will not go out, however we may 
desire it. We have begun our work. The people that walked in 
darkness before, have seen a great light; they that dwell in the 
land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined, 
The morning has dawned. In China, in India, in the islands of 
the sea, the da is breaking. We can not go back. We can not 
quench the light which our own hands have kindled. We must 


set forward the work which we have begun, at whatever hazard, 
with whatever expenditure. Certainly we are not going to aban- 
don these waking nations and remand them to their old idolatries, 
Let us read again our commission. Into all the world and to 
every creature. That is our task. When you attempt that, says 
Christ, I am with you. I remark, 

4, This great work of missions carried forward in any age or 


among any people, will inevitably evolve certain trying and un- 
comfortable incidents. The people to whom youcarry the Gospel 
will in every case be a degraded and imperfect people. And in 
all that you have to do with them, you will detect the fruits and 
evidences of their debasement. Before conversion, they will be 
heedless and gross and obdurate. After conversion, their former 
faults, their hereditary vices, their social usages, their public institu- 
tions, will exercise great and lasting influence among them. They 
will be ignorant, obtuse, capricious, childish. Look at those Co- 
rinthian converts whom Paul gathered and to whom he repeatedly 
wrote. What patience, what condescension, what untiring assi- 
duity of love and care did those weak disciples need! So it will 
be in all cases. Nor is this all. For they who conduct the work 
of missions, whether at home or in other lands, are also imperfect 
and erring men. With the best intentions as to their plan, and 
the most earnest sympathies with their Master and with one an- 
other‘ Paul and Mark will need sometimes to separate, Paul and 
Peter will sometimes disagree. And if they do, what then? Shall 
the work stop because the laborers are not yet angels? Shall 
Christ’s kingdom pause and the perishing nations wait until they 
who dispense the Gospel have in idleness become perfect and un- 
erring? Our candor will not require it. Our Christianity forbids - 
it. We must bear with one another’s infirmities. We must be 
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patient with one another’s defects. We must work on and work 
together, though we can not always agree. I make these remarks 
in justice to myself and ‘to the Board of which I am a member 
and you are patrons. My sympathies have been wounded and 
my judgment opposed by some of the more recent acts and ver- 
dicts of those who administer the affairs of the Board. But ina 
work like that of publishing the gospel of Christ to the far-off na- 
tions, he who can not bury every private wish and forget eve 
little grief, and go forward, I will not say with unabated, but with 
growing zeal and codperation : especially in an emergency like the 
present, when the whole heathen world is awake and inviting, when 
look which way we will, the suppliant nations stretch forth their 
hands, reaching after the bread of life, and when men and mone 
are failing, and they who conduct our missions are on the brin 
of the direst extremity ; at such a time we will forget that we dif- 
fer, and will go together to our work, doing what we can to spread 
the kingdom of Christ among the imploring nations. We can 


postpone our differences until after the judgment, But our work 
we can not defer. 
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THE GLAD TIDINGS. 


“ Comes, for all things are now ready.”—LUuKE 14 : 17. 


THis is part of the well-known parable of the great supper. To 
honor the nuptials of his princely son, a king appoints a feast in 
the royal palace. An occasion of so much public interest and so 
much paternal joy must be celebrated in a style becoming a mon- 
arch. As there is no limit to his satisfaction, therefore, and no defect 
in his means, the royal father enjoins the utmost affluence and lib- 
erality in the preparations of the feast. Oxen and fatlings are 
killed ; all needed and conceivable things are provided; even the 
garments of the guests are procured and waiting; and the people 
are made to understand that the magnificence of that festal night 
shall manifest a monarch’s generosities to his subjects, and express 
a king’s affections for his son. 
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It is by the aid of such a picture, my hearers, that our Saviour 
would represent to us the feelings of God towards sinners, and the 
provisions he has made for our return to fellowship and peace 
with him. 

My text is the invitation which the king sends forth to summon 
the guests to the marriage-supper of his son. And I call attention 
to it this morning, that I may make the ministrations of the day 
harmonize with that delightful ceremony which is to employ so 
many of us this afternoon, when, as guests of God, and friends and 
associates of his Son, we are to approach his table and feast in his 
presence. 

Discoursing from my text, it is not my purpose to discuss a 
special topic, or demonstrate a particular proposition, but rather to 
draw attention to certain very pertinent and, if properly considered, 
very profitable suggestions growing out of the subject set forth 
in the story of the supper. 

Will you note, then, in the first place: 

1. The idea which Christ has, and which he would persuade us 
to adopt and have also, of that religion which he provides and 
proffers to men. 

There is no faculty in the human mind which deals with sub- 
jects of such vast importance, or whose decisions, whether correct 
or otherwise, go so far to determine our destinies for time and 
eternity, as the judgment. Consider what are the questions upon 
which this faculty is exercised; what are its conclusions, and what 
effect they have in developing the affections and directing the con- 
duct and forming the character ; consider the fact, that every con- 
clusion of the judgment, however false, appears to us nevertheless 
as true; that we have no appellate and superior faculty by which 
to correct the mistakes of this first and sole judge; so that those 
who hold false opinions are just as confident, and imagine them- 
selves to be just as rational as their fellows who have the truth; 
consider, finally, that we follow our wrong judgments to their 
practical and ultimate issues, with the same zeal and the same 
assurance, and the same determination of power and will, that we 
exhibit in other and safer cases; so that the deceived mind will just 
as freely risk health and fortune and character and eternal life in 
the pursuit of a credited lie, as of an accepted verity; ponder 
these obvious and every where acknowledged facts, and you will 
at once say that no mischance can possibly befall the mind that 
shall lead to such dire and remediless issues as that which should 
disorder the judgment and make it a deceiver in any one of its 
— and most important functions. 

ut just that has happened, my hearers, in all our minds. The 
shock and calamity of sin has thrown reason from her balance ; 
and all our inquiries and all our decisions on highest and holiest 
themes declare that we are no longer the pupils of an unerring 
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judgment, but are the dupes of a blind and deceptive under 
standing. We err often enough, and sadly enough, in the lowest 
matters. On questions of science and policy and current and — 
day facts, how many minds misjudge—how few are accurate an 
trustworthy! But when you ascend to higher matters, when you 
apply the human understanding to questions concerning God and 
duty and eternal life, how absolutely perverse, how utterly blind is 
this eclipsed and disordered and incompetent faculty. Perhaps 
there is no one question in which our minds so invariably and so 
egregiously err, as in the estimate we make and the opinions we 
hold concerning the character and value of that religion which 
Christ our Redeemer offers. Do you not remember, Christian 
hearer, and that with profound surprise and self-abasement, what 
unjust and hateful ideas you once indulged towards all that you 
love and cherish now? Are you not conscious, impenitent hearer, 
of dislike and repulsion every time you give your thoughts to the 
character and will and work of your Redeemer? Are we correct 
in these judgments now? Or are we deceived by a perverse and 
blinded understanding ? 

If we inquire of men, none know what religion is, but they who 
have tested its satisfactions and experienced its power. Andall these 
with one voice say that true religion instead of being a bondage 
and a grief, as so many imagine and declare, is the highest and 
most perfect liberty—is the serenest and most enduring joy. Have 
we a better testimony even than this? Yes. The Lord Jesus 
Christ must know what this religion is. He has too many oppor- 
tunities for judging correctly to be in any danger of error or mis- 
take. He knows, he must know, exactly what this religion is. 
He has seen its operation and marked its effects in millions upon 
millions of men. Nay it is his own religion. He entertains, he 
— he enjoys it in his own person. He can not therefore 

e mistaken concerning its character and value. And if he is too 
wise to err, he is also too kind to deceive. What then does Christ 
think of the religion which he offers to men, and which they in 
their delusion misconceive, and then repudiate ? 

Our text tells us: religion is entrance into our Father's house—is 
fellowship with our Father’s friends—is joy and festivity in the 
palace of the king. The return of a sinner to God, is an event to 
be celebrated with joy among the angels on high. It is like the 
bridal-hour of a first-born ; it is like the wedding-feast of a prince. 
The Gospel is not a message to send sinners into exile, nor a com- 
mandment to set them upon the ever-revolving wheel ; its call is 
not for prisoners, but for guests; not for victims, but for friends. 
My sinful hearers, will you come to the feast? to the feast which 
God himself has prepared? to the feast which he has prepared for 
his Son? to the feast at which every guest is the associate of the 
angels, is the companion of Christ? If not, if you must still 
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decline, and still stay away, have the justice at least to think and 
speak henceforth of that religion which you reject as it deserves. 
Do not defame it—not even in your own mind. Remember what 
it is; and say to yourself, and of yourself: I am day after day refus- 
ing, and for no good reason that I or any body else can give, an 
invitation which is daily repeated, and in which the God and- 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ asks me to enter as an honored guest 
into his palace, and celebrate with his friends the honors of hisSon. 

What a change would pass on all our minds, my hearers, if we 
would but take up Christ’s idea of that religion which he prizes 
and we reject! But I pass to a second remark suggested by my 
text. It is the all-important fact, 

2. That, however we may feel, and whatever we may neglect or 
do, God has already begun to move in the matter of our salva- 
tion. 

There are thousands in every community who have never given 
one serious thought, or put forth one earnest endeavor towards 
their eternal salvation. If God were to delay his compassion and 
defer his preparations till these negligent souls begin to care for 
themselves and to seek his aid, they would never ask, he would 
never provide Saviour or sanctifier or home in heaven. Nay, of 
those who do desire and seek salvation, not one would ever have 
awaked, or ever have asked pardon and grace, had not God first 
sent his Spirit and his message to them. We men have s0 little 
pity for ourselves, and so little regard for God, and so little fear of 
the future, and so little dissatisfaction with our sins, and so little 
desire of relief, that though heaven be so nigh, and God could hear 
us if we did but lisp a prayer for help, through all the centuries of 
our ignorance and guilt and woe, we would have been dumb, and 
not one of us moved for himself or his fellow, to do so much as 
send a prayer to God for our salvation. There are millions of 
mothers in the world at this moment, in heathen lands, in Christ- 
ian lands—mothers who love their babes, and watch over their 
bodies day and night with all tenderness and patience and care— 
who, nevertheless, never send to heaven one heartfelt prayer for 
the salvation of these babes, whom they think they love. There 
may be such a mother in this assembly this morning, one who, 
whatever else she has felt or suffered or done for them, has never 
, a to the throne of grace, and never moved in earnest in any 

irection or towards any act, that sought the salvation of her child- 
ren. But heedless as we may be, my hearers, in this matter, my 
text tells us that there is one Being who can not be indifferent, and 
can not wait for our tardiness. 

The compassion of God will not see us in this state and continue 
concealed and idle. Our heavenly Father must move if we do not. 
Accordingly we have it as the doctrine of our text—nay, as part 
of the glad tidings of the Gospel itself—that our God, offended as 
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he was by our sins, and beso by our obduracy, and hindered 
and repelled by our indifference, was yet too compassionate to 
delay, and too much a Father to refuse. He therefore began to 
move before we begun to supplicate. Nay, before we had sinned, 
before we had begun to taste of the wretchedness of our apostate 
life, before Adam our first father fell, God in his compassion fore- 
seeing our need, provided a full salvation, so that the day that 
Adam sinned, his Maker said to him: Return unto me, for 1 have 
found a ransom. What a glorious and hopeful truth is this, m 

hearers. Our heavenly Father has already given himself to the 
saving work. We have not to wait for him’; he is in the field 
and waiting for us. We have not to call after him; long ago he 
began to call after us. We have not to entreat him; he is 
entreating us. It is we that are reluctant; we that need entreat- 
ing; we that are indolent and unready and slow. Do you think 
of this, my impenitent hearer, when you direct your thoughts 
towards your unseen Father and Judge? Do you say, do you 
compel yourself to say, in the face of your unbelief and hardness 
of heart, No, it is I who hesitate ; I who am not ready; I who say 
nay? Meantime my heavenly Father, more concerned for my 
salvation than I am, reaches forth his paternal compassions to con- 
strain and call me to himself. Let us not forget, my hearers, that 
indifferent as we are, God has begun to move in the matter of ou 

salvation. Will you consider once more, : 

3. The fact brought to view in our text, that the provisions 
which were needed for our salvation and all of them, are provi- 
sions actually prepared and on hand. 

The king did not send out his invitations and leave the feast to 
be provided afterwards. His first work was to prepare, to be in a 
condition in which he could send to every guest the assurance that 
all things were ready, So God has done in the matter of our sal- 
vation, removing every possible reason of doubt or hesitation on 
our part. Was it once a question whether our Creator would ever 
interest himself enough in our condition to provide for us the 
means of pardon and restoration and life? That point is forever 
settled and certain. He has interested himself in our condition. 
Did the inquiry ever arise in any world whether if God were to 
pity our state, and ask for the means of our deliverance such 
means could be found? That question is answered. The means 
are found. Was it ever a matter of uncertainty whether as the 
means of our salvation were so costly, there could be found in 
the universe a being who would of his own accord incur the ex- 
pense and purchase salvation for man? That point is forever 
established. The purchase has been made. Whatever our salva- 
tion would cost, has been considered and paid. There is no more 
to be done but for us to receive what our fenelidhot has provided, 
Hence the assurance that all things are ready, and the consequent 














































AE A SE A en Ee Re ttn ee 











THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


164 





invitation, Come to the feast. The spiritual wants of men are nu- 
merous and unlike. The Christian needs only new accessions of 
the grace already received. The sinner needs illumination, sensi- 
bility, contrition, conversion, righteousness, peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghost. The young Christian requires grace in one form; the 
ripened saint grace in a maturer form. The Christian in adversity 
needs comforting, his brother in prosperity restraining grace, 
Children require gifts suited to their necessities; men must have 
measures of the Spirit adapted to their wants. So with sinners, 
The convinced and tender and inquiring soul needs one kind of 
mercy ; the skeptic, the scoffer, and the man who is hardened be- 
yond the power of feeling, require mercy of a very different kind, 
So at a great and princely feast, the guests have as many wants 
and as many preferences as there are persons. Old men and boys, 
matrons and maids and children—all alike were invited—all alike 
were welcome and to all alike it was announced as a reason for 
their coming, All things have been provided and all things are 
ready. No matter who you are then, my hearer, saint or sinner, 
old or young, if you have one spiritual want, or a thousand, just 
what you need oe been saanbied: and the message which God 
sends to you in his word is, Come—come, for all things are ready. 
And this brings me to speak, 

4, Of the munificence of God’s provisions for the recovery and 
salvation of men. 

It was certain from the first, God saw it to be certain, that mul- 
titudes of our perverse and self-destroying race would resolutely 
resist every endeavor and reject every offer which even their 
Maker might put forth to reclaim and save them. Sympathy, suf: 
fering, labor, love, commands, entreaties, judgments, rebukes, 
mercies, whatever should be employed and whatever spent upon 
these obdurate and incorrigible souls, would only enhance their 
guilt and make the more certain and dreadful their final doom. 

ow there are those who think they do honor to the purposes of 
God when they contend that before he provided the gospel feast, 


_ he cast a searching and omniscient glance along the generations of 


history and discovered just who of our race would receive his 
mercy, and what they would accept at his hands, and then pro 
vided what those would need, and provided no more. He sent 
his Son to die for the elect, because the elect would appreciate and 
accept the atonement. He sent his Spirit to take residence in 
the hearts of these, because these would yield to his monitions and 
be saved by hispower. He constructed his covenant and set down 
his provisions, and sent forth his invitations with a view not 
to match the necessities, but only to meet the demands of our be- 
.sotted and misguided race. They who hold these limited and un- 
scriptural views, tell us that otherwise God must be at last disap- 
pointed of his good intent; must see his benefits and his com- 
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ons wasted on a fruitless endeavor. If Christ should shed his 
Flood, say they, for thousands who should yet reject his mercy 
and perish in their sins; or if the Holy Spirit should visit souls 
that should only resist and grieve, and finally expel him; if man- 
sions should be made ready in heaven for myriads upon myriads, 
who would never claim and never come to them ; if ample provi- 
sions were made in this way for those who reject and perish, as 
well as for those who accept and live, there would be a vast and 
useless and unaccountable waste of God’s most precious and most 
costly things. His own infinite but impotent compassions; the 
blood of his humbled and suffering Son; the endeavors and striv- 
ings of his Holy Spirit; the labors, and sympathies, and prayers 
of his people; the provisions of his house; the preparations of 
the heavenly world; all these lavished upon a company of obdu- 
rate and unthankful souls, would be squandered for no sufficient 
urpose and wasted for no intelligible reason. But, my hearers, 
a we may attempt to protect, or counsel, or justify our 
Maker in these matters, the truth is, he has already made ample 
provisions for the salvation of all this fallen race. Did the king 
in this parable, in which Jesus himself describes the manner in 
which God provides for the lost—did this king send forth his serv- 
ants to take a census of those who would come to the feast, and 
make an inventory of what they would require for their enter- 
tainment? And having got in that way an accurate estimate of just 
what would be wanted, did he send to the markets and purchase 
so much, and congratulate himself that though he must have a 
feast, he had made himself secure against a particle of loss? And 
when the first company of guests had arrived, and there was still 
room, did he send forth to highways and the hedges, saying, I have 
places and provisions for a few more, but only a few, because I 
purposely limited my supplies so that there should be nothing 
wasted? No, my hearers, that is not man’s way of making feasts, 
nor is it God’s way. 

Waste? God afraid of waste? The infinite God economiz- 
ing, lest he should lose some item of his exhaustless beneficence | 
There is one and but one kind of waste which that compassionate 
and fatherly Being can not endure. He can see his own possses+ 
sions perverted and squandered ; his mercies abused; his Son re- 
jected; his Spirit grieved ; his gospel spurned : such wastes he can 
witness ; such losses he can repair. But when it comes to the loss 
of souls; when he sees waste and desolation going on in mind; 
when the question is whether an alienated and apostate race shall 
be recovered to repentance, or perish in their sins: the loss of these 
souls; of souls which he created, which he has a thousand times 
comforted and blessed ; which he stood ready to welcome back to 
his house ; to whom he gave his Son; to whom he sent his Spirit ; 
to whom he bade his servants repeat the earnest and continuous 
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and soul-stirring call, All things are ready, come, come and be 
saved ; the loss of these souls, that is the kind of waste which a be- 
nevolent God deprecates and seeks to prevent. Therefore the 
munificence of his provisions and the universality of his call. If 
men will still be obdurate, if a single sinner of the race will per- 
sist in his rebellion and perish in his guilt, God will have it to say, 
as going to attest his compassion and justify his love, I provided a 
free and full salvation for that obdurate and perishing man. I gave 
him my Son, my only Son, to redeem his soul from the curse of 
sin. I sent him my Holy Spirit to support and guide, to illumine 
and instruct, to regenerate and save him. I called him by my 
word, I admonished him by my providence. I threw open the 
gates of life. I invited him to enter. And though he perishes, it 
is not for want of mercy or of care on the part of his God. It. 
may be, my impenitent hearer, that you are one of these pertina- 
cious and incorrigible souls for whom salvation has been provided 
in vain. By a course of ceaseless and everlasting skepticism, by 
perpetually doubting and never coming to believe, or if that be 
not your temper, by a life of uninterrupted frivolity, by never com- 
ing to sufficient sobriety of mind seriously to think upon questions 
of duty and salvation—or if your habit be still different, by a 
plausible persistence in pretended innocence; by having at hand 
at every moment some smooth and specious excuse for present 
neglect; or if you are a downright worldling, and Satan has you 
harnessed to his car, and speeding with the crowd, by continuing 
in the race and never getting time to pause or ponder or pray, 
till your swift feet stumble unwittingly over the edge of the undis- 
covered grave; or finally, if you have fallen asleep in utter obdu- 
racy and have now no feeling and no fear, by continuing in that 
state of apathy and unconcern, you may reach the limit of your 
—. and die, having rejected to the last the salvation of Christ. 

hat then? Why, through all the ages and cycles of the eternal 
state it will be remembered, and in both worlds, that you perished 
because you put aside a salvation that was provided and offered. 
There was an atonement made for your sins. You were told of it 
and refused to avail yourself of it. The Holy Spirit was sent to 
you. You felt his motions in your mind and heart. You were 
told of the errand on which he had come. But you grieved the 
blessed visitant, and would not yield to his striving. The door of 
life was opened to you. Your unseen Father said, come. All 
things were ready. You, you turned away, leaving behind you asor- 
rowing Saviour, an inviting heaven, and a God exclaiming, What 
could I have done that I have not done? 

There is but one other point to which I will call attention in this 
discourse. And that is, 

5. The terms upon which we, and all men, are invited to receive 
the benefits of salvation. 
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The call of the king was, Come to the feast. Just that and no 
more. He did not ask his guests to assist him in the preparations. 
Whatever of anxiety or labor or expense had been needed to pro- 
vide the feast, he had himself endured. All that was over now. 
What he desires of his guests is, that they shall come—come freely, 
all come, and participate to the full of their ability in the provi- 
sions of his house. The one message, therefore, to all the invited, 
to high and low, old and young, friends and strangers, to the 
wealthy who came from their palaces and the poor who were found 
in the hedges, was, Come to the feast, come freely, come all. No 
man; however opulent, might offer to pay for his entertainment. 
No man, however poor, might deny himself what he desired for 
want of ability to pay. The feast was freely offered. It was to 
be freely received. And as all things were provided, so all things 
were ready. The child’s portion stood on the same table with the 
portion of the prince. And if a great commander, or a might 
judge, or the chief minister of state might ask for what he woul 
and it should instantly be granted; the beggar from beneath the 
hedge, and the shepherd-boy‘ from the fields, and the wayfarer 
from the street, might, with the same freedom, declare their wants 
and be answered with the same promptness and satisfied with the 
same certainty. Such is Christ’s picture of the provisions and the 
terms of salvation. The only condition remaining to any one of 
our race is just this one of coming to the feast and taking our por- 
tion. Are you a Christian? You have learned already the way 
of success in this respect. You remember your first experiment, 
and the joy and the surprise with which you learned that it is for us 
to come, only to come to our inviting Lord, and freely receive what 
he so freely bestows. Be encouraged then to repeat the act of 
coming often as your wants return, often as you have need of the 
compassions or the grace of your Saviour. Remember that all 
things are ready, and all alike ready, that, therefore, if you need 
new consolations and unwonted grace, what you need is that which 
is especially ready and for which you should confidently come. Or 
are you asinner, old and obdurate and careless; or young and 
sensitive and fearful; or on fire with the passions and giddy in 
the vortex of a midday and hurrying life? The feast is yet for 
you, and the one only call which the Father sends and sends to you, 
as to all, is, Come, come, for all things are ready. Do you want 
knowledge? Do you want encouragement? Do you want faith? 
Do you want purpose? Do you want acceptance? All these are 
provided, all these are ready. Come, come to-day, come and re- 
ceive what you want. 
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DOUBLE INDEX. 


Tue first Index contains the titles of the Sermons or Discourses, 
with the names of their authors, in consecutive order and columns. 
This arrangement will be found useful and convenient to the 
reader, who will naturally feel an interest in knowing what great 
and venerated names in the American pulpit have proclaimed the 
truths of the Gospel in the last thirty or forty years. Tue 
Natronat Preacuer has thus become in some sense a part of 
our theological history, worth having and preserving. 


SECOND INDEX. 


This Index has been carefully prepared and arranged in alpha- 
betical and topical order, referring to the volume, page, and dis- 
course in which the topic or subject was discussed. This arrange- 
ment will be of essential service to the reader who may desire to 
have easy and ready access to the great treasures of truth which 
are to be found in the thirty-two volumes, and seven hundred and 


sixty sermons. 
W. H. BIDWELL. 
New-Yorx, August 1, 1859. 


Specruen Paces of Double Index of 80 Pages for sale at the 
Office of Publication. 
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